
A Message from the 2022 Yankee District Rose 

Convention Coordinator 

 

Dear Rose Friends, 

It has been a very long time since we have been able to get together 

and share stories with our rosebuds, and listen to experts on various rose 

gardening issues.  

Please join us at the Annual Rose Convention of the Yankee 

District, April 1-3, 2022, at the Hilton Mystic, in the scenic and historic 

town of Mystic, Connecticut.   
 

The hotel is located across the street from Mystic Aquarium and Olde Mistick Village, providing a 

great opportunity for non-rosarian family members to visit while you are at the convention. Arrangements 

for this event were made in 2019 and I am happy to say that the Hilton has agreed to retain the pricing of 

their original agreement in spite of the set-backs of the pandemic. 

 

Highlights of the convention:  

(All details are attached in a PDF document) 
 

Friday, April 1, 2022 

 “Make and Take Plant Stand” craft session in the afternoon.  Eligible for an award. 
 

Friday evening dinner buffet: sign up for this and you will have a chance to win a fancy bottle of 

wine. 
 

A judged “Rose Show in Photography” will take place at 9 p.m. so bring your best rose photos and enter 

them before 8:30 pm. 

 

Saturday, April 2, 2022 
 

Convention Day featuring four speakers from across the USA covering topics such as 

  

Sustainable Roses  

Beneficial Insects 

Break throughs with rose diseases including RRD  

Climate Change 
 

Registration includes the buffet lunch. 
 

 

Register for the convention before the due date - receive 3 free raffle tickets.  Register for both Friday and 

Saturday events - receive 5 free raffle tickets. 
 

We conclude the day with a plated dinner at 6 pm, followed by awards and a popular rose auction. 
 

Sunday, April 3, 2022 

Yankee District Member Meeting 

 

Hope to see you there, we would love to have you join us. If you can’t make it, but know of someone 

who would like to attend, you may want to consider “sponsoring” their attendance as a gift. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Becky Martorelli 
CT Rose Society 

Yankee District 2022 Convention Coordinator 

Beckym06451@yahoo.com 



2022 Yankee District  

Rose Convention 
 

Schedule 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY, April 1, 2022 
  

 1:00 - 4:30 pm   “Make and Take” plant stand, Clipper Ballroom 
 

 5:00 – 8:30 pm   Registration for Convention and Rose Show in Photographs submissions  
 

6:00 - 8:00 pm   Dinner buffet, Schooner Ballroom 
 

 9:00 pm   Judging of “Rose Show in Photographs” 
 

 8:00 - 11:00 pm  Hospitality Suite, Commodore Room 
 

SATURDAY, April 2, 2022 
 8:00   -   8:55 am  Convention Registration  
 

 9:00   -   9:15 am  Welcome to the convention, Schooner Ballroom 
 

 9:15 am   Stephen Hoy, “Singularly Beautiful and Delightfully Sustainable Roses”  

 

10:15  - 10:45 am  Break, raffle tickets, vendors  
 

 10:45 am    Baldo Villegas, “Don’t Squish Me, I’m a good guy!” 
 

 11:45  - 12:00   Break, raffle tickets, vendors 
 

 12:00  - 1:15 pm  Luncheon buffet, Clipper Ballroom; vote for “People’s Choice” 
 

1:15 pm Mark Windham, “New Break Throughs in Disease Control of Roses, 

Including the Identification of Resistance to Rose Rosette Virus” 
 

 

 2:15 – 2:30 pm  Break, vendors, LAST CALL FOR RAFFLE TICKETS 
 

 2:30 pm   Richard Cowles, “Climate Change: Basics and Implications” 
 

 3:30 – 4:30 pm  Announce winner of “People’s Choice”; Raffle Drawing 
  

 6:00 – 8:00 pm  Plated Dinner, Schooner Ballroom, followed by: 
 

     Yankee District Awards; Photo Contest Winners, Rose Auction  
 

 Hospitality Suite  Open following the Rose Auction 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2022 
 

 10:00 a.m.   District Meeting, Clipper Ballroom 
  

 12:00 pm   Hotel Check Out time 



 

 

“Make & Take” Plant Stand 
 

April 1, 2022 

1 – 4:30 pm 
 

For Fairy or Gnome, Make a Home 
 

 Join us Friday afternoon and put your imagination to work for 

a fun filled craft session led by Becky Martorelli. You will create a 

“house” to attract fairies or gnomes to your home, that will serve 

as a plant stand as well. Make it for yourself or as a gift for 

someone who needs a little magic in their life.  Anyone registered 

for the convention can participate. 

The entire project is made of materials that Mother Nature has to offer us.  Bring a tool kit with 

by-pass pruners, scissors, and tweezers.  All other material will be provided, bird not included.  

 
 

        

 

 

 

                                  Believe in the fairies 

             Who make dreams come true. 
             Believe in the wonder, 
             The stars and the moon. 
             Believe in the magic 
             From fairies above. 
             They dance on the flowers 
             And sing songs of love. 
             And if you just believe, 
             And always stay true, 
             The fairies will be there, 
             To watch over you! 

                                         Vintage poem, author unknown 
        
 

“Gnomes are known as symbols of good luck.  Originally, gnomes were thought to provide 
protection, especially of buried treasure and minerals in the ground. They are still used today to watch 
over crops and livestock, often tucked into the rafters of a barn or placed in the garden.”    History of Gnomes 
by Sarah White 

 

 

*All projects will be put on display and convention attendees will vote for their favorite plant 

stand (People’s Choice Award) on Saturday during the lunch hour. Winner receives a gift card. 
 

 

INCLUDE THE FEE OF $25 ON THE CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM  

BY MARCH 12, 2022  

to allow sufficient time to procure supplies.  

 

Late sign-ups should inquire first about availability. 

by emailing Becky:  beckym06451@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:beckym06451@yahoo.com


 

2022  Yankee District Rose 

Convention 
Programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Hoy 

“Singularly Beautiful and Delightfully Sustainable Roses” 

After growing up in PA, Uncle Sam brought me to GA in 1978 to play the trombone in the 
581st AF Band. I began growing roses in 1980 at the first home my wife Rita and I shared. 
After separating from the USAF, I worked for eleven years in my in-law’s nursery and 
greenhouse business and later as a middle school band director.  
 
I received a life-saving liver transplant in January of 2004, but continue to play the trombone 
professionally and teach private music lessons. In addition to growing roses I’ve been 
hybridizing roses on a small scale. Other horticultural interests include camellias, salvias, and 
rudbeckias.  
 
For ten years I’ve been self-publishing an ARS quarterly newsletter entitled Singularly 
Beautiful Roses, which features single, nearly single, and semi-double flowered roses. I’ve also 
authored a history of a local Civil War prison camp entitled Camp Oglethorpe: Macon’s 

Unknown Civil War Prisoner of War Camp, 1862-1864, published by Mercer University Press in April of 2019.  
(Little known fact; Stephen Scanniello, President of the Heritage Rose Foundation, was my fraternity brother in college!) 

Baldo Villegas 

 “Don’t Squish Me, I’m Good!”Baldo retired as a Senior Environmental 

Research Scientist with the CA State Department of Food and Agriculture in 

December of 2011. He worked for CDFA for about 34+ years developing and 

implementing biological control programs against invasive insect and weed 

pests throughout California. 

 
Baldo lives on a two-acre property in Orangevale, CA, that includes a rose 

garden, a perennial garden, and an edible garden. The rose garden contains 

about 1500+ roses of all types plus there is a rose holding area with over 

1000 potted plants of all types.  

Baldo grows roses for pleasure and for exhibition at local and district rose 

shows. He is Accredited Horticulture Judge (1987), Consulting Rosarian 

(1987) and Master Rosarian (2005) with the American Rose Society. He 



continues to give numerous programs on any topic in rose horticulture, entomology, biological control, and digital 

photography.  

He is the recipient of numerous rose awards and recognitions, as well as being selected as California State Scientist of 

the Year 2000 by the CA State Department of Agriculture for his expertise in Biological Control of Insects and Weeds. In 

2021 he was the recipient of the prestigious ARS Gold Medal, the highest award given by the ARS for consistent 

outstanding service over a life time. 

 

Mark Windham 

“New Break Throughs in Disease Control of Roses, Including the Identification of Resistance to Rose Rosette 

Virus” 

In Mark’s program, we will explore new advances in cultural controls of 

foliar diseases of roses and now that we have resistance to Rose 

Rosette Disease, what the next steps are toward warding off this 

disease. 

Mark Windham is a professor and distinguished chair in ornament 

pathology in the Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology at the 

University of Tennessee.  His research has focused on diseases of 

dogwoods, hydrangeas and roses.   Mark also teaches Introductory 

Plant Pathology, Diseases of Ornamental Plants and SEC Football. 

Currently, most research is directed at identification of resistance to 

Rose Rosette Disease and best management plants for controlling the 

disease.  Mark is also a member of American Rose Society and a past president of the Holston Rose Society.  
 

Richard Cowles 

“Climate change:  Basics and implications” 

 

Until our generation, and with a few exceptions, the human lifespan through our 

species’ history has generally been too short to  witness shifts in global 

climate.  Human-induced changes to our atmosphere are now leading to rapid 

changes in climate with expectedly chaotic weather extremes having severe 

consequences for the ability of plants and animals to adapt quickly enough to 

survive.  This presentation will present a foundation for understanding climate 

change, explain how the extremes in temperatures and rainfall patterns affect our 

ability to grow roses, and provide options for adapting to these new conditions. 

Dr. Rich Cowles has entomology degrees from Cornell and Michigan State 
Universities.  After a four-year stint as extension and research ornamental and turf statewide entomologist at the 
University of California, Riverside, he returned to New England in 1994 to take his current position at the Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment Station at the Valley Laboratory in Windsor.  He works to find appropriate solutions to pest 
problems affecting forest trees, small fruits, nurseries, and landscapes. 

                                                                                                                                             



 

 

Rose Show in Photographs 
Yankee District Spring Convention 2022  
April 1, 2022 

General Rules 
1. Anyone registered for the convention is eligible to enter. 

2. Print Entries will be accepted up to 8:30pm on Friday April 1st.  

3. All prints must by 8x10, unmatted and unframed. 

4. All Entries will be placed by the committee. 

5. Judging will start at 9:00pm on Friday April 1st. The decision of the judges is final. 

6. Entries can be removed by the exhibitor by Saturday afternoon. 

7. The number of entries is limited to ten (10) per exhibitor. Exhibitors can enter up to 

three (3) entries per class but can enter as many classes as desired. A photograph may 

not be entered in more than one class. 

8. All photographs must be the work of the photographer and must be the work of a single 

photographer. 

9. Previous winning entries (1st, 2nd, or 3rd) in any ARS or District Print Photography 

Contest are prohibited. 

10. Digital or darkroom enhancements are allowed. 

11. Photographs must be in color except for the Creative class (Class 7) where color, black 

and white, or combinations are allowed. 
12. Each entry must have a properly completed entry tag (same as a rose show). Place EG 

in the upper right-hand corner if you grew the rose in your photograph. 

13. ARS exhibition names are to be used (except class 10, garden entries) 

14. The entry tag is to be folded and paper clipped to the top left front corner of the photo. 

15. Entry tags and paper clips will be available at the registration desk. 

16. First, Second, Third, or no award may be awarded. 

17. The Best in Class will be chosen from the first-place winners in each class.  



 

 

18. ARS Rosettes will be given for Queen, King and Princess chosen from the Best-in-Class 

winners. 

19. The Gold, Silver and Bronze certificates are awarded to the three highest scoring, EG-

exhibitor grown blue ribbon winners chosen from among all the classes in the show. 

Criteria for Judging 
CONFORMANCE ..........................................5  

   SPECIFIC SECTION (CLASS) ..........................50  

  COMPOSITION ............................................15  

  TECHNIQUE.................................................15  

  DISTINCTION...............................................15 

    TOTAL.........................................................100 

Schedule 
– MOST PERFECT STAGE – 

Class 1 – A photograph of one bloom of a hybrid tea, grandiflora, floribunda, miniflora, or 

miniature at its most perfect (exhibition) stage (no side buds permitted). 

Photographs of single roses and roses with prominent stamens showing should be 

shown in class 5. 

– SPRAYS – 

Class 2 – A photograph of one spray of two or more blooms of a hybrid tea, grandiflora, 

floribunda, large flowered climber, miniflora, miniature, or polyantha. 

– ONE BLOOM – 

Class 3 – A photograph of one bloom of any old garden rose, shrub (both classic and modern 

shrub), or large flowered climber.  

– SHRUB SPRAYS – 

Class 4 – A photograph of one spray of two or more blooms of any shrub (both classic and modern 

shrub). 

– FULLY OPEN – 

Class 5 – A photograph of one fully-open rose of any variety, including singles, with stamens 

prominently showing. 



 

 

– NOVICE – 

Class 6 – A photograph taken of one bloom or a spray of two or more blooms of any variety. 

Entrance into this category is reserved for any exhibitor who has not won 1st place 

at any district, or national rose photography show. 

– CREATIVE INTERPRETATION – 

Class 7 – A photograph taken of any variety of rose or part of any rose that uses creativity to 

show the rose in a different light. The use of post processing software is allowed in this 

class, as well as black and white, sepia, and silver tones. 

– GARDENS – 

Class 8 – A photo of any rose garden. Photographs should show the use of roses within the 
structure of a garden, which can be widely variable. Roses should dominate in the 
photograph, and some layout of the garden should be visible. Roses do not need to be 
identified. If a public garden is used, the name of the garden MUST be listed. 

 
 

– JUDGES ONLY – 

Class 9 – A photograph of any variety of rose, or a garden with the primary subject being the 

rose.  A high level of distinction will be expected. Class 9 is limited to judges of the 

Photography Show and their immediate family. 

 

 

All rights to the submitted photographs are retained by the owners of the 

photographs. However, by submitting a photograph to the contest, the exhibitor 

(1) warrants that he or she owns the copyright of the submitted photograph and is 

not legally prohibited from submitting it to the contest, and (2) agrees to allow the 

Yankee District of the ARS to display the photo at the Yankee District 2022 

Convention and publish the photograph in Yankee District Newsletter, website and 

Facebook page.  



     

2022  Yankee District 

Rose Convention 
Cuisine Offerings 

 

 

 

 

Friday Night Dinner Buffet:      $35 pp 
6:00 – 8:00  pm 
Lemon Thyme Chicken 
Haddock with white wine caper sauce 
Steamed Broccoli             
Basmati Rice 
Garden Salad w/ assorted dressings 
Rolls and butter 
Chefs selection of desserts 
Coffee & Tea 
 
*Alcoholic beverages can be purchased from the hotel bar and brought back to the banquet room. 
 
 

Saturday Lunch Buffet:    Included with registration 
12:00 - 1:15 PM 
Tomato Bisque 
Romaine lettuce, shredded parmesan, herb croutons, Caesar dressing 
Italian Wrap -  Soppressata, Capicola, Ham, Provolone, Roasted Tomato and Herb Mayonnaise, Red Onion, Shredded Lettuce 
Smoked Turkey Wrap - Smoked Bacon, Swiss Cheese, Basil Pesto Mayonnaise, Lettuce, Tomato, Onion 
Roasted Vegetable Wrap - Portobello Mushrooms, Zucchini and Squash, Romaine, Boursin Cheese Spread 
Potato or Pasta Salad 
Chefs selection of desserts 
Coffee & Tea 
 

Saturday Plated Dinner Banquet:     $45 pp 
6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Please indicate if there are any allergy concerns. 
 

All entrees served with baby iceberg wedge, grape tomato, red onion, crumbled bleu cheese, creamy ranch dressing ; rolls with 
butter. 
 

Choice of Entrée: 
Herb Panko Chicken Breast, charred asparagus with blistered tomatoes, roasted garlic mashed potatoes, Bourbon BBQ glaze 
 

Cabernet Braised Boneless Short Rib, charred asparagus with blistered tomatoes, roasted garlic mashed potatoes, demi glace 
 

Marinated Grilled vegetable and Portobello stack, Israeli couscous, willed spinach, balsamic reduction 
Dessert: 
NY Style cheesecake, fresh berries, whipped cream 
 
Bar tender will be available in the banquet room. 
 

 



2022 Yankee 

District Rose Convention 
 

Registration Form 

 

April 1 – 3, 2022 
 

The Annual Rose Convention of the Yankee District will be held at the Mystic 

Hilton, 20 Coogan Blvd, in the scenic and historic town of Mystic, Connecticut.  

Room reservations can be made one of 3 ways for the special rate of $120+:  

Call 800 (445-8667) and ask for the YANKEE DISTRICT ROOM BLOCK; booking online, use group code 

YDROSE; or use this direct link: 
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=MYSMHHF&groupCode=YDROSE&arrivaldate=2022-04-
01&departuredate=2022-04-03&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT   
Room rates will be held until March 17, 2022.  Thereafter based on availability. 
 

Early-bird registration deadline: March 4, 2022   No refunds thereafter. No registrations after March 29, 2022.  

Single Day Registrations Welcome, however we cannot accept Walk-in Registrations due to Food & Beverage 

service contractual obligations.  
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ______________________________________________ State: ___________    Zip: ___________________ 

 

Phone: ___________________________________  Email: ____________________________________________ 

 

Rose Society affiliation: _________________________________________    TOTAL 

 

REGISTRATION FEE includes lunch:  mark your preference:  ______Italian   ______Turkey  ______ Vegetarian 

  

 

Early- bird Convention registration fee   No. __________   x  $70 each              $_______________ 
 

 Registrations postmarked After March 4: No. __________   x  $80 each               $_______________ 
 

 FRIDAY “MAKE & TAKE” due March 12 No. __________   x  $25 each            $_______________ 
 

 FRIDAY DINNER BUFFET (6:00 - 8:00 pm) No. __________  x   $35 each              $_______________ 
 

 SATURDAY PLATED DINNER BANQUET No. __________ x    $45 each              $_______________ 

 

 Please indicate a number next to your choice:  
  

Herb Panko Chicken Breast:    ______   Cabernet Braised Boneless Short Rib: ______       Vegetarian: __________ 

  

 All meals include tax and gratuity.         TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  $__________________ 

*Please indicate any allergy concerns. 
*Breakfast is available in the hotel at the Irons Restaurant for a fee.   

 

Are you going to participate in the Rose Show in Photographs?  Yes______________   No______________ 
 

Make checks payable to “ARS YANKEE DISTRICT” and mail check and registration to: 

YD Convention, c/o Thomas Fabian, 279 Long Hill Rd, Andover, CT 06232 
 

Any questions, contact Convention Chairperson Becky Martorelli: 

beckym06451@yahoo.com or text/phone: 203-213-4366  

https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=MYSMHHF&groupCode=YDROSE&arrivaldate=2022-04-01&departuredate=2022-04-03&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=MYSMHHF&groupCode=YDROSE&arrivaldate=2022-04-01&departuredate=2022-04-03&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
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